George Lewis JOY


What a beautiful October day.  It reminds me of my first day in Corona so many years ago.  My name is George Lewis Joy.  I moved to Corona in October, 1887.  I came from Vermont originally but lived in several other states before moving to California with my wife, Ella.  There wasn't much to Corona in 1887; it was only a year old.  I bought land in Corona and divided it into lots.  People were moving here in droves.  I made quite a bit of money reselling my land to newcomers.  I was the president of the South Riverside Land and Water Company for several years.  I was also vice president of Citizens Bank here in Corona .

          How should I describe myself?  I come from a well off Vermont family.  I like to travel; I've been to Europe several times.  I enjoy nature.  It is wonderful gazing across the valley at those beautiful mountains.  I enjoy reading.  I'm a religious man; I read the Bible.  I am proud to have helped build the First Baptist Church here in Corona .  It cost $4,000 to build.  I watched over that building as if it were my own home.  We finished it in 1894.

          George L. Joy died suddenly in 1896 at the age of 64.  Mr. Joy is considered one of the five founding fathers of Corona .

