John Thomas HAMNER

I have been asked to tell you a little bit about myself and my association with Hamner Avenue in Norco.


My full name is John Thomas Hamner, but everyone who knew me throughout Riverside County, where I lived for over 62 years, called me either Tom or J. T.


Even if you have not heard of me before today, I do not think that there is one of you here that does not know Hamner Avenue which was named after me. 


I would describe myself as a self made man as I was on my own from an early age.


I would like people to remember me first as an agriculturist though I have worn many hats throughout my life, among them stock raiser, mule team freighter, grower of alfalfa, grain, and walnuts, and road building contractor.


Second, I would like to be remembered for my contributions to Riverside County and Corona and Norco.


For twenty years (1902-1922), I was a Riverside County supervisor, and for twelve of these years was board chairman.  


I also was one of the founders and a director of Corona’s First National Bank and of Corona’s Home Telephone Company. 


I was born in Fayette, Alabama on January 29, 1862.  My father, Johnson Hamner was a Confederate soldier who was captured by the Union army in Tennessee.  He was interned at Camp Morton, Indianapolis where he died in 1863 when I was only 18 months old.  


I had no formal education beyond the fourth grade, but that did not stop me from furthering my education in whatever way I could.  


When I was 18, I sold my only possession, a mule, for $50 and headed west, first to Texas where I worked three years at agricultural jobs and as a shareholder of cotton, and then to Arizona where I became employed as a brakeman on the Santa Fe Railroad.  With the start of the 1884 boom in Southern California, I quit my job with the railroad and bought a rail ticket to Los Angeles.


Arriving in Los Angeles, I got a job with the Pacific Sewer Pipe Company in San Dimas.  In 1887, when the company switched from cement to clay pipes, I quit my job as a foreman, moved to Corona and became the firm’s contract hauler.  With the mules, harness, and wagons that I had acquired, I would haul the clay from the clay pit in Temescal Canyon to the rail station in Corona.  Since this was seasonal work, due to the unfavorable road conditions in winter for hauling, I found a way to use my team during the off season by ranching and taking road building contracts.

It was at this time I began purchasing land and started raising alfalfa, grain, and mules.


In 1891 I married Martha Ann Craw; I called her Mattie.  We were blessed with four children, three sons and one daughter.  Our oldest son, John A., who died in 1974, owned much of the land on which Tyler Mall now stands.  We lost our other two sons, Ben and Emmett, ages 21 and 17 respectively, in just over a week in the 1918 influenza epidemic.  Ellen, our only daughter married Elvin Larson.  


Mattie and I made our first home on Joy Street in Corona.  In 1905 we moved to our property south of Magnolia near McKinley where I built our home and a large barn for my stock, road operations, and farming.  We named the property the Alvord Stock Farm.  I also leased land extending from Mira Loma to Menifee Valley for grain production.


In the late 1930’s having semi-retired, Mattie and I built a home next to our son, John, on the corner of Magnolia Avenue and Tyler Street in Riverside.  We lived there until Mattie’s death in 1945.  


About this time I also started a new, less complex, career as a walnut producer having purchased 80 acres of land on River Road which included a walnut grove.  But it was not all work as I also developed ponds and raised fish there which became a recreation site for family and friends.  


I lived with John and his family in Riverside until my death on September 10, 1949.  


It was great visiting with you, and remember me the next time you drive down Hamner Avenue.

