Docent Script 

Cemetery Stroll 2015

Ring the School Bell!

"Good Afternoon Class."

(Your name will be on chalkboard; so please use ruler to point to it)

Crowd: "Good afternoon Miss Ratliff."

"I see from the attendance sheet that every one is present so we'll begin our lesson.

"Welcome to the Rincon School designed by local architect and builder Leo Kroonen in 1890. (School was near the intersection of the 91 and 71 freeways)

There were other one-room schools located in Prado and Temescal.  Here is the Rugby School in Temescal: (Show picture then pick up? or look at school bell). School bells always make me reminisce: Calling the children in from play; the bright, eager faces, ready to learn. Of course, school bells were also a favorite target of boys, hunting in the wild surrounding Corona." 

"I am Miss Nell Ratliff; I taught Home Economics in the high school until I became an attorney's wife in 1915.

My husband, THE Walter S. Clayson, was already a practicing young attorney when we married. You may have passed his law practice still in existence on the corner of Sixth and Main Streets." (Not the same building but still Clayson, Mann and Yeager)
"Please follow me and remember to mind your manners and stay on the path." Wave ruler and begin tour.
Stop at Todd headstone-stay on path and wait for all to stop walking.

"Dr. Bernice Jameson Todd was born a Corona Jameson and attended local schools. Bernice grew up with all the advantages of the privileged and educated. The entire family traveled the world. After earning her degree from Stanford University, Dr. Todd devoted much of her life working as a doctor for the Corona-Norco School District. 

(More info on Todd on back of her board)) (The book- All Eight Went available at Corona Library)

This way class."

"

Stop in front of Mrs. Alden 

"During 1910s, "Mrs. Alden and I both taught in Corona schools. Turn to her and say, "So nice to see you again."

After Mrs. Alden speaks:

"One hundred years ago, the majority of our citizens were astonished to learn that young children stayed out of school due to lack of clothing. Mrs. Alden and other teachers, especially those in the Washington District, worked tirelessly collecting clothing and supplies for needy students. Even organizing "bundle days" to encourage citizens to donate bundles of unwanted clothing."
"Thank you Mrs. Alden."

"While we are here, you may notice my final resting place, as well as my husband's and our two children's. (Point to the Clayson lot-your storyboard will be next to you/Alden)  Corona was a pleasant town. We had so many friends, and we'd entertain in our lovely Craftsman home on East Kendall Street. Well, let's continue our stroll."



Stop in front of janitor's broom -pick up photo & show.

"This 1912 (circa) photo includes the school janitor, Mr. George Bane. (Top of photo with broom over his shoulder.) 

Long-time high school janitor, Mr. Otis Ballard, was laid to rest right here with his first and second wives."

Moving on, please.

\




Stop in front of Jewel Allensworth.

"Class, Miss Jewel Allensworth was my student. She excelled in my Domestic Science classes and I have to admit she was the teacher's pet. I'm sure her expertise in baking a pie had something to do with the ring she received from Clair Hutchison. (Pick up 1914 yearbooks-you can pass them around) Where would Clair Hutchison be without his little Jewel?

Nod to Mrs. Hutchison to begin.

After she speaks:

"Thank you Jewel, always a pleasure to see you."

Walk to Christena Fear Desborough. 

Miss Christena Fear would drive her horse and buggy to Corona High School every school day from her Father's ranch in Prado. Her father, James Fear, was laid to rest here. 

(No headstone)

After her speech: 

"Everyone; your assignment is to read Mrs. Desborough's recollections of growing up in the Prado basin. (File in the Heritage Room of the library.)

Take group to Allie Drinkwater.
"Class, This is Allie Drinkwater, son of the prominent citizen and County Supervisor: Mr. T.P. Drinkwater. … hmmm, well young Allie was on the honor roll several times in grammar school."

Allie makes a reference to your future husband, Judge Clayson, in his script. 

After he turns around:

"Thank you for your illuminating tale Mr. Drinkwater. " I'm sure there is a lesson or two to be learned from your story and your name.

This family had another connection to education:

Little Freddie Drinkwater attended one of the first private Kindergarten classes in town. It wasn’t until 1900-1901 that a PUBLIC Kindergarten was available to all children not just the well to do. The school trustees agreed to open a Kindergarten only after years of debate over the validity of the program.

Walk to last presenter, Mr. Ralph Stanfield, wait for group.

Mr. Stanfield served on the School Board with Mrs. Alden. As trustees they helped design the new grammar school in 1911.  Mr. Stanfield and the other trustees oversaw all the details from ordering the wood to the installation of the new electric bell system. (New Grammar school was named Washington and old one named Lincoln at this time.. previously just called Corona Grammar School.)

"Good day Mr. Stanfield, so nice to see you again. " 

After Mr. Stanfield speaks:  

Thank you for your attention. I hope you enjoyed hearing about the early schoolteachers and trustees interned here in peaceful Sunnyslope Cemetery. Won't you join us for a picnic in the schoolyard of the old Rincon School? Rancher Ashcroft has made his daily delivery of cold milk for the children! Now run along but don’t forget to tuck in your shirttails and scrub your faces at the pump: the school photographer is here today.

