Dr. Bernice TODD


Not many people can say that they lived to be 102 years of age, but I did.  I passed away here in Corona at my beautiful home on the Grand Boulevard , that circular road that helped Corona gain the nickname the Circle City .

          I was born to Corona citrus ranchers William Henry and Hetty Joy Jameson in 1891.  My maternal grandfather, George L. Joy, was one of Corona ’s founders, and I understand that there is a beautiful portrait of him on display in the Corona Public Library’s Heritage Room.

          When I was a young girl, my parents took all of us (Eloise, Hetty, Adelaide , Joy Gilbert, and William Henry and me) on a trip around the world in 1910-1911.  This trip was in honor of our parent’s silver wedding anniversary, and they wanted us to learn about the world first hand, and we really did.  If you are interested in reading more about our experiences during that year, read the wonderful book “All Eight Went” at the Corona Public Library.  It was because of this trip and my father’s illness following the trip, that I was inspired to become a doctor.

          I earned my degree in medicine from Stanford University .  I later assisted Dr. William Mayo at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.  When I returned to Corona and in 1920, I married Clement Joseph Todd, a commissioned officer in the U.S. Revenue Cutter Service (which later became the United States Coast Guard.)  We had four children, Clement, Theodore, Bernice, and Helen.

          Despite our careers, we continued to manage the family’s 54 acre citrus and avocado ranch here in Corona which became known as the Todd Ranch.  But my activities as a physician were really needed here in Corona , and I devoted much of my time to working as a doctor for the Corona/Norco Unified School District.  I devoted my efforts in the 1920’s and 1930’s to stemming the outbreak of tuberculosis that was claiming the life of at least one student each year.  For me that was one too many.  I am proud that we were able to stop that threat by providing inoculations against tuberculosis, and by providing fresh milk and nutritional advice to those who needed it.

          My parents were devoted church goers, and they passed their traditions on down to their children.  I was an active member of Corona ’s First Baptist Church and took a special interest in that organization’s mission and youth activities.  I also was a life member and former president of the Corona Woman’s Improvement Club and an active supporter of Corona ’s Settlement House.

          Corona really has changed in the last 100 years.  I remember “the horse and buggy days” and our small community with no paved sidewalks, very dusty streets, very little vegetation and only a few houses.  My parent’s main concern was to help build a better community through our churches, schools, parks, and civic organizations.  I tried to continue that same philosophy throughout my lifetime, and I think that you can see that the Jameson/Todd families have left their legacy in the successful community of Corona .

