Henry H. HOLMES

Who would have thought that a farm boy from New York would be involved in the first Corona Road Race?  Yes, me, Henry H. Holmes.

 

My life began on my parent's farm on March 23, 1841 in Allegany County, New York.  It ended when I succumbed to pneumonia almost 75 years later on March 3, 1916 in my orchard in Corona .

 

My parents, who were also natives of New York , were John H. and Rhonda L. Bennett Holmes.  When I was five, we moved to Illinois .  I remember spending my early childhood on my parent's farms and getting my education in the public schools.

 

When I was nineteen, war was declared between the North and South.  I immediately enlisted in Company G, 45th Illinois Voluntary Infantry.  After serving faithfully for four years, I was honorably discharged from duty on September 26, 1864.  While in the infantry, I kept track of my movements by making notations in a small Bible that I always carried.

 

Soon after being discharged, I returned to my father's farm in Winnebago County, Illinois.  For the next 16 years, I was engaged in general agriculture.  During my time there, I met Marie A. Hewitt who consented to be my wife.  We were united in marriage on January 7, 1868.

 

We have been blessed with two children, Carrie and Alfred.  Carrie became Mrs. Edwards G. Tuthill of Corona .  Alfred was engaged in the wholesale fruit and produce business in Los Angeles .

 

In 1870, we left Illinois for Martin County, Minnesota.  There I homesteaded 160 acres.  While there, I also served three years as on of the county commissioners besides holding a number of other minor positions.  Politically I would consider myself to be an Independent.  My principles are broad and generous, and I have a deep interest in the welfare of my fellow men.

 

After 15 years, I decided it was time to try my hand at something besides farming, so we moved from Minnesota to Racine, Wisconsin.  I became the superintendent of a sewer pipe manufacturing company.  Three years later, I resigned my position, and we moved to Perris, California where I served as a manager of an orange grove.  After one year, I again changed my occupation and moved to Corona .  There I was the foreman of the yards of the Pacific Clay Manufacturing Company.  Eight years later, I purchased 16 acres of land in Corona and relinquished my job as foreman.  I returned to my love of working the land and have found raising oranges most successful.  In these days, I can hire a team and man for $3.00 a day.

 

We build our house in 1899 in our orange grove.  It is located on Main Street between Ontario and Chase.  It sits back from the road and being surrounded by orange trees is barely visible.  Our house is a two-story residence containing four rooms downstairs (living room, sitting room, and two bedrooms).  The upstairs is unfinished.  Our stove is in a lean-to behind the house, and that is where all the cooking is done.  We added porches around the sides of the house at a later date.  Having kept a detailed record of all my expenditures in an account book, I can tell you that it cost $500.00 to build the house of which $374.00 was for wood.  Other expenditures that you might find interesting at this time are the price of a haircut being 25 cents, beard trim is 10 cents and having a gopher removed is 25 cents.

 

I later sold 7 ½ acres of my orange grove at an excellent profit.  The remaining orchard affords me both pleasure and profit.

 

In the 29 years that I have lived in Corona , I have served seven years as County commissioner of horticulture.  In 1906, I was elected a trustee of Corona , and between 1908 and 1914 I was Corona 's mayor.

 

As mayor of Corona I became involved in the great road race of 1913.  With others, the Corona Auto Club was formed.  Its purpose was to boost Corona by having an international road race.  On January 13, 1913, a large crowd, taking a half-day holiday, assembled on Main Street near City Hall to meet the Los Angeles Committee.  To see if a road race was feasible, Barney Oldfield and I climbed into his prized and far-famed Studebaker, "Blitzen Benz" for an inspection of Grand Boulevard .  Returning after a few spins, Oldfield claimed that a race car could maintain a speed of 95 miles per hour on the course and could make 120 miles per hour for short distances.  I will never forget the ride with Barney Oldfield.  We went between 70 and 80 miles per hour.  It was nearly too much for me.  But in the end as chairman of the Auto Club, I was part of the first road race of Corona .

