Ira and Hortense (WILSON) ASHCROFT

Ira:  My brother's life and mine started out much the same.  We had the same parents, inherited the same amount of land after our father's death, we married the Wilson sisters and we both ranched the Prado Basin .  My wife, Hortense, was quite a bit different from her sister, Emma, although they got along famously.

          Hortense could ride a horse and cut steer from a herd better than most men.  She didn't ride side saddle but wore a homely khaki riding skirt that she would quickly button up after dismounting.  Hortense could also out-bat and out-run all the boys in a baseball game.  She was a wonderful pianist, a teacher at the one roomed Prado School and gave music lessons on Saturday.  Hortense was president of the Woman's Improvement Club many times and was involved in many church activities.

          Hortense:  After a number of childless years, we adopted twins, a girl and a boy.  They were my sister in law's (Viola) husband's brother's children.  We called the boy, Will, after Ira's father (his given name was Ray).  The girl kept her birth name of Rachel.

          Our ranch grew to over 3,000 acres thanks to my husband's business sense.  He was a bank director for Corona 's Citizen's National Bank for many years.  We owned citrus groves, grew crops and ran cattle for other people in our hills. 

          Ira was short in stature but could have a temper when he thought he was right.  When a drove of cattle headed for market damaged Ira's fences, he was greeted with raucous laughter from the Mexican vaquero herdsmen after Ira insisted the fences be repaired.  There were six men against one.  Nevertheless, Ira hitched up the spring wagon, pursued the herd, yanked the men off their horses, tore off their ornate saddles, tossed the saddles into the wagon and headed for home.  Speechless, they let him go;   they had met their match.  Several days later, the men repaired the fences, and their saddles were returned.

          Ira:  My ranch, the Triangle A, was known for being one of the most picturesque estates in southern California .  In the early to mid-1930's, talking movies were made in our yard and surrounding outbuildings including Will Roger's "Iowa State Fair", Mae West's "Go West Young Man" and "High, Wide and Handsome" starring Irene Dunne and Randolph Scott.  Now, I don't know if it had something to do with all this Hollywood movie stuff, but about that time things started to change.   Hortense was now a clerk for the Prado school district board of trustees.  She found the new principal, John Voss, interesting in a professional way.  Many times she had him, his pretty little wife and their two preschool age children to our dinner table.

          Hortense:  In 1936, when I was 50 years old, and after 33 years of being happily married, Ira and I obtained a divorce in Reno, Nevada.  John and Louise Voss also divorced in Reno at the same time.  We remarried each other's mates in October of the same year.  I received half interest in the Prado ranch, property in Laguna Beach , $100 a month and custody of the two children who were now teenagers.  We moved to Claremont where my new husband, age 30, was attending Pomona College to earn his master's degree.  

          Ira:  I married Louise; she was 27 years old, and I was 54.  The two young Voss children along with their new half sister, Patricia Angeline lived on the Triangle A ranch for only a few more years.  In 1940 the Army Corps of Engineers started to construct the Prado Flood Basin .  In my late 50's and for the second time in my life, the government had forced me from my homestead.

          I started a farm in Alvord where I lived to be 91 years old and was buried at Crestlawn Cemetery in Norco instead of the family plot here in Sunnyslope.

