LAWSON NEWTON

514 WEST SIXTH STREET, CORONA

On a very cold March 31, 1837 in Waterloo, Canada I was born.

On another cold March 31st 20 years later in 1857; I married my beloved wife Cecelia G. Mairs. Cecelia was a year older than I; being born on February 22, 1836 in Berry, Vermont.

After having our first child in Waterloo, Canada; we moved to Illinois for six years then lived in Nebraska for 11 years. We grew tired of the cold winters and in November of 1890 we settled in South Riverside (later called Corona). 8 of our 10 children made the trek with us. Two of our children had died in infancy. Our home at 514 West 6th Street was full of love and laughter

Our 5 sons (D.E., Isaac, Ora, Leslie, and Chester) and 3 daughters E.H., Mable, and Florence) were raised to be upstanding, hard working citizens. Although we were not a family of great prominence, each child contributed to the growing town of Corona.

While I raised livestock and became a citrus rancher; my sons started 2 businesses: a feed and fuel service on Seventh Street and a dry goods store on Sixth Street. One of my Sons even wore a badge: He was the City Pound Master.
I lived in Corona for 20 years. While living in Corona; the world changed dramatically: horseless carriages were becoming popular; Thomas Alva Edison demonstrated the talking motion picture and the provocative Tango was imported from Buenos Aires

William Howard Taft was President when I died on November 26, 1910.  That same year, Leo Tolstoy the Russian writer passed over as did Mark Twain and Florence Nightingale I am in excellent company.

My wife followed me 16 years later in May of 1926. She is buried here beside me along with many family members. Some of our descendants still live in Corona.

The Corona Historic Preservation Society wishes to thank you for attending. Please join us for refreshments.

