
Summary of advice for 
 

Planning a Genealogy Vacation. 
 

Corona Genealogical Society, March 2017 
 

Larry Naukam 
 
 
Think through what you want to accomplish – getting documents, talking to people, 
visiting locations etc. 
 
Prioritize what’s most important to you. Make a list and keep to it (although do be 
open to happy circumstances!) 
 
For US, Canada, Mexico, or for Europe, Africa or other places – do you need 
passports, ID, visas, and/or other documentation? 
 
It cannot be stressed enough – do whatever you can online beforehand, and make 
calls to determine if places still exist and what their hours and policies are. 
 
What are you looking for? Are they going to be in English, even in North America? 
(Think Quebec, the Southwestern US and also Mexico).   
 
Look for guides to items that are not now and probably never will be online, such as 
manuscript collections, letters, and the like. Think of hidden or uncataloged 
collections. See if places have online helpful guides. 
 
Housekeeping: Find out what the venue’s rules are - what kinds of copying do they 
provide, what do they allow you to do, what can you see in person, how much 
advance notice might they require, what are their hours, and what are their fees. 
 
See if there is a genealogical society, historical society, etc. in the place that you wish 
to visit. Also try colleges, archives, and other such collections. Ask people local to the 
place that you are interested in for their suggestions.  
 
Try to find printed genealogies, local histories, any censuses voter registrations, 
land records, surrogate records, photo, and newspaper articles.  
 
Possibly records have been collected at a college etc, as part of a long-term project. 
Ask. 
 
Know how to use whatever equipment you bring – cameras, recorders, needed 
supplies, laptops, etc.  
 



Look for clues on Cyndislist and other hub sites.  See what items are held at state 
archives.  
 
Tessa Keogh’s series in the In-Depth Genealogist online magazine  - It Pays to Plan 
(several parts) 
 
 Gena Philibert-Ortega’s series of posts on the GenealogyBank blog (Genealogy 101) 
– especially #’s 10 and 11, Planning a Research Trip and Planning a Trip to the 
Library. 
  
Take many pictures, and many notes. Sort through them at night. Use each trip as a 
learning experience for the next.  


