Pasquale DeGEORGE


I, Pasquale DeGeorge, was a professional lemon packer in Palermo, Sicily.  I was also a member of a family which did laundry for the resident infantry regiment.  Nick Corselli, a friend of mine, said he knew an Englishman who was recruiting Sicilians to come to California to work in the citrus packing house.  We were to train the Chinese to pack the fruit.  Several other families were migrating to America , so I decided, at the age of 23, to take on the challenge.

          In 1904, when we got to Riverside , there were no jobs available as there was a recession.  This was a real disappointment at first, but Dalcamo and I got jobs hauling dynamite to rock quarries in Rubidoux.  Eventually we both got jobs with Prenda Packing Company in Riverside where we stayed for about a year.

          Then we moved to Corona , and I worked for the Jameson Company.  I worked with Jameson, The Call Estate, and then for Corona Foothill Lemon Company for 40 years.

          I guess I was known around this neck of the woods as a peacemaker among my Italian friends.  I hated to see some of the problems these families stirred up among themselves, so I would step in and try to settle things.  Sometimes they would call on me to help work out disputes which would arise.  I did not like to see these problems, so I would try to keep the peace by stepping between the two families.

          I thoroughly enjoyed the dinner parties and sitting down to a good game of cards with my fiends in the Italian community.  We have had some mighty good times, and the food was the best.  We Italians love our food and wine as you probably already know.

          My dear wife, Rosie and I had eleven children.  Four of them settled right here in Corona .  You might know them.  Mimi worked for Orange Heights Orange Association, and my son, Jerry worked for Southern California Edison Company.  My daughter is Mrs. Minnie Cuccio.  My son, Mitchell was from here too.  Another son, Joe moved to San Bernardino .  Pete went to Rialto , and Tony moved to Fresno .  Guess I was pretty strict with my kids and did not let my daughters go out until they got married.  I thought this was best.

          Four of my sisters married my friends, Nick Corselli, Frank and Tom Danieri, and Guitano Muratore.  We all came over here to America at the same time.  I did consider us all just one big happy family.  We came to California with high hopes for our families.  We felt our children and grandchildren would have more opportunities for success which has come true for us.

