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BASICS 

 Begun in 1790 

 Taken every 10 years 

 Data varies by year 

 Most recent available at this time: 1950 

 1960 census will be available in 2032 

 

WHAT IS WHEN? 
Federal Census records (day, month, and year in italics indicates the date from which information 
is to be gathered; e.g., 1 April 1940 means that the data collected is to reflect the status in the 
household on that date and anyone dying even one day later or born one day earlier should be 
included, while those dying even just one day before or born even one day after that date are to 
be omitted – no, enumerators are not always careful about that). It is usually safe to expect that 
the city, township, county, state on the top of the page is the residence location for those listed on 
that target date, however, be careful to check that enumeration districts were not mixed together 
or that any of the households listed at the end are not from another location. 

o Earliest US Census schedules: 1790, 1800, 1810, 1820, 1830, 1840 (no dates 
listed): 
o Names of heads of households only 
o Others grouped by sex & general age 

o 1850 Census 1 June 1850 
o Dwelling & family numbers 
o Real estate value 
o Every person in household plus  

▪ his/her age, sex, ethnicity (color or race), occupation, place of birth 
▪ If married within the year 
▪ School attendance during the year 
▪ Literacy 

o Actual date of enumeration 
o Death dates of those who died during the year (listed at end of district pages) 

o 1860 Census 1 June 1860 
o Same as 1850 plus 
o Personal property value 

o 1870 Census 1 June 1870 
o Same as earlier ones plus  
o Whether parents were foreign-born   
o Month of birth of children born within Census year 
o Month married if within Census year 
o Voting eligibility 
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o 1880 Census 1 June 1880  
o Same as earlier ones plus  
o Relation to head of household 
o Marital status of each person  
o Place of birth of both parents of the principal   

o 1890 Census: Destroyed, only fragments available 
o 1900 Census 1 June 1900 

o Same as earlier ones plus  
o Address (number & street, as applicable) 
o Month & year of birth  
o Number of years married 
o Mother of how many children & number still living  
o Year of immigration plus naturalization status (if applicable) 
o Can’t speak English (box to check) 
o Number of years unemployed (if applicable) 
o Dwelling info  

▪ Home rented or owned &, if the latter, is there a mortgage 
▪ Farm or house  

o 1910 Census 15 April 1910  
o Same as earlier ones (adding “nature of business” to occupation) plus  
o Number of years married  
o Mother of how many children & number of those still living  
o Year of immigration & naturalization status 
o Language spoken 
o Veteran status (Civil War) 
o Blind or deaf-mute 

o 1920 Census 1 January 1920  
o Same as earlier ones plus  
o Specific years of immigration & naturalization  
o Mother tongue of principal & parents 

o 1930 Census 1 April 1930  
o Same info as earlier ones plus 
o Radio in household  
o Age at first marriage  
o College education if any time since 1 Sept 1929 
o Year of immigration & naturalization status (if applicable) 
o Language in home before coming to US (if applicable) 
o Work industry, class of worker, & employment status 
o Veteran status plus war or expedition 

o 1940 Census 1 April 1940 
o Some of same info as in earlier ones, but  
o Birth locations (with more detail) of only those listed (not their parents), except  
o for 5% of population 

▪ More details about occupation, education, & income in 1939 
▪ Farm schedule cross reference 

o X to indicate which household member is answering the questions 
o Temporarily absent members to be noted 
o Use “infant” to identify any unnamed children 
o Highest grade in school   
o Residence location in 1935 

o 1950 Census 1 April 1950 
o Most of the above plus 
o Property acreage (if applicable) 
o State or country of birth 
o Extra questions for those over 14 years old 

 

More Census info: 

Ancestry.com 

FamilySearch.com 

Archives.gov 

Cyndislist.com 



▪ What was person doing most of last week – working, keeping house, ? 
▪ More clarification of the activities of the last week 
▪ Information on type of occupation, etc. 

o Supplemental questions for 5% of population  
▪ All ages 

• Living in same location as a year ago 

• Living on a farm a year ago 

• Living in same county as a year ago 

• If in foreign country a year ago, where 

• Parental birth locations 

• School: highest grade, if attended since Feb 1 
▪ Over age 14 

• How long looking for work (if applicable) 

• How many weeks out of work 

• Money earned (in identified occupation) 

• Other income & related questions 

• If head of household, what did other relatives in home earn 

• If male, Armed Forces engagements 

• If married, what number marriage is it 

• How many years since marriage termination (if applicable) 

• If female & ever married, how many children born alive 

 
A COUPLE OF ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS ON WHERE TO FIND MORE  

Cyndi’s List (Cyndislist.com) 

Stephen Morse’s 1-Step Pages (stevemorse.org) 

  

OTHER CENSUS RECORDS 

Available at Ancestry, FamilySearch, some Historical Societies, National and State 

Archives (not all are available at any one location) 

 

UK and Canadian Censuses (and those of other countries) 

US Indian (Native American) Censuses 

1890 Veterans Census 

State Censuses (varies by state) 

Slave Schedules 

 

 

For more info: 

Census.gov 

(esp. for 1950) 



THINGS TO REMEMBER 

• Information is only as accurate as the person giving the report 

• Some people deliberately lie 

• Some people avoid the census taker 

• People moving or on vacation may be omitted 

• Enumerators did not always follow the instructions 

• Look at every census on which your ancestor appears 

• Follow all family members to discover where they went - 

 Sometimes they end up with in-laws, nieces, nephews, etc. 

• Look at the neighbors 

 Can’t find an ancestor? Track where the neighbors went 

 Sometimes the neighbors are family members 

• Make a chart or table 

 Record where every person was, the info given, etc. to find discrepancies 

 

Use data from the census records to help locate occupation info., immigration, 

naturalization, birth, death, marriage, property, court, military, and other documents.   

 

These public records are truly BRICK WALL BATTERING RAMS. 

 

 
 

 


